
Causes of the Reformation 
LT#1: I can Explain the reasons Martin Luther challenged the Catholic Church. 

Guiding Question: What abuses in the Catholic Church caused Luther to demand reform? 
1. Discussion Questions (record what we come up with as a class):  
What is a REFORM? ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How do Reforms get COMMUNICATED to the public? ____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Read McGH 326-330 “Martin Luther” 
Who was Luther? What did he do? 
 
 
 
What angered him about the actions of the Catholic Church?_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What reforms did Luther propose?  Why did he propose these reforms?________________________________ 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Martin Luther, 95 Theses Primary Source Summary Activities 
Martin Luther, 95 Theses, or “Disputation of Doctor Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences” 1517, 
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/luther/web/ninetyfive.html 

Original Translation Contemporary Translation Summary of Luther’s argument (in your own 
words) 

21.	Therefore	those	preachers	of	
indulgences	are	in	error,	who	say	
that	by	the	pope's	indulgences	a	
man	is	freed	from	every	penalty,	
and	saved; 

21. The preachers who say a 
person’s soul is saved through 
the sale of the Pope’s 
indulgences is wrong; 

 

36.	Every	truly	repentant	Christian	
has	a	right	to	full	remission	of	
penalty	and	guilt,	even	without	
letters	of	pardon. 

36. Every Christian who is truly 
sorry for his errors has the right 
to be forgiven, without buying 
indulgences. 

 

37.	Every	true	Christian,	whether	
living	or	dead,	has	part	in	all	the	
blessings	of	Christ	and	the	Church;	
and	this	is	granted	him	by	God,	even	
without	letters	of	pardon. 

37. Every Christian, whether 
alive or dead, deserves all of the 
benefits of belief in Jesus Christ 
and the Church; this is given to 
him by God, not by members of 
the Church through the act of a 
pardon, or indulgences. 

 

46.	Christians	are	to	be	taught	that	
unless	they	have	more	than	they	
need,	they	are	bound	to	keep	back	
what	is	necessary	for	their	own	
families,	and	by	no	means	to	
squander	it	on	pardons. 

46. The priests should teach 
Christians that unless they have 
more money than they need, 
they should keep their money to 
spend on their own families and 
not waste it on buying pardons, 
or indulgences. 

 

4. DBQ #1: What does Luther argue about pardons, or indulgences?______________________________________ 
 

DBQ #2: Why does Luther believe that pardons are wrong?___________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Summary: What abuses in the Catholic Church caused Luther to demand reform?________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


